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DEFENCES OF PHILADELPHIA IN 1777. 

CONTRIBUTED BY WORTHINGTON CHATTNCEY FORD. 

(Continued from Vol. XVIII. page 495.) 

Journal. 

" Novem. 5 th 6 th . The Enemy's boats continue to go up 
the Kiver with the Tide every night — they seem to direct 
their course towards the mouth of the Schuylkill. I believe 
it would be possible to intercept this communication, but 
our Cannon would be of no service in it — & to fire by guess 
is throwing away Ammunition. 

" The Enemy seem determined to Winter in Province 
Island if they can't take Fort Mifflin. They are raising a 
4 th work between the two bank batteries, and half way to 
Gayers house, where their great work is situated on an 
eminence. I believe it would be possible to interrupt or 
even to ruin their works. If His Excellency would form 
some Enterprise on their Rear, I believe we might make a 
useful diversion — as I know the Island I offer to serve as 
Guide to any party that shall be order'd there, in concert 
with Col. Smith I intend this night to reconnoitre in an 
arm'd boat the position of their Sentinels, and the safest 
Landing places, of which I shall make a Report. 

" 7 th . The Enemy appear desirous of fortifying themselves 
in province Island to maintain the Communication with 
their Fleet at Billingsport — they are raising Redouts from 
5 to 600 yds from the Bank, and the Fort on the rising 
ground advances rapidly towards Perfection. 

" 8 th . The Enemy have enlarged the upper Battery opposite 
the Fort, we this morning discover 5 Embrasures, masked 
as yet with Fascines — it is probable they will all open at 
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once — their project seems to be, to knock down our pali- 
sades, and storm our west front between the two block 
houses. To cover our palisades on this side we have 
apply'd to Gen 1 Varnum to furnish us with fascines, which 
we shall place on the Summit of the bank to serve instead 
of Earth, which is not to be had — I don't know whether we 
shall be able to procure the Fascines." 1 



CAPTAIN CRAIG TO WASHINGTON. 

" Feankfoed, 8 th Nov' 1777 
"Sir 

" By every Ace* from the City the enemy intend to Attackt 

the Fort tomorrow. The Hessians are to stand Guard, the 

Highlanders, Grannattier and Light Infantry to make the 

Attackt. One of their Floating Batteries that was lanced 

[launched] Yesterday is sunk to the bottom. My Guard was 

rainforced Last Night. I hope I shall have it in my power 

to prevent the Enemy a Comming into the Country as much 

as the[y] have done. I am with much Truth &c. 

"C. Craig." 

BRIGADIER GENERAL POTTER TO WASHINGTON. 

" I Receved your excelancys favour of yesterday leat last 
evining, ocasioned by my being leat on the enemys lins, 
there is nothing perticquler that I see in my power to do 
heare, could I Belive that my Troops were fit to storm 
Brestworks I wold have actacted the Island before this time. 
But Common prudance considring who I command has 
forbid it — altho I flater myself I have not the worst of men. 
I have sent all my Bagage six miles Back of where I am 
encamped and there unloaded all my waggins and ordered 
carridges to be maid for the waggons to move the stones 
from the Brandewine Mills and sent off one Hundred men 
for that purpose, at present the men under my command 
are mutch scattred on difrent Commands as the lines I have 

1 Translated by Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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ocqupeyed are from Vanderings on the Schuylkill to Grubs 
on the Dalawer. I Keep a Piquit at Brooms Dam of one 
Cap tn 2 sub" 3 sajants, 50 men one at the Brest Works of 
12 men one at Grays ferrey of 80 men one at the middle 
ferrey of 100 men one at the uper ferrey 25 men up by Van- 
derings a Reconoitring party under Major Miller, all these 
parties has a shutable number of officers I have all ways 
a number of other partys on difrent Command I mount a 
guard in and about Camp of 100 men and Officers to com- 
mand them as soon as it is in my power to collect in these 
men I will order as maney as is over six Hundred privats 
to join the Camp at Head Quarters agreeable to your orders. 
There is one Batt n times out yesterday and two more to- 
morrow and when there times is out they will go the Mi- 
litia under Col. Crawford Came to me at Night and went 
off in the morning. I Requested that the[y] might assist in 
Moving the mill stons, Col. Crawford thought the[y] wold 
not and we did not ask them, as for Breaking the Banks 
there is Enuf of that sort of works dun alredey the[y] have 
found out an easer way of Bringing there provision the[y] 
unload at Joneses warff about 100 yarrds from Eagle Creek 
and careys it up the Creek to Giers warff, thence to Mingas 
Creek and into the Schulkill at Everleys the noting Batt 7 
the[y] Bult at Everleys sunk in the lancing 'the enemy has 
Carried down a Great number of fagats to the point whether 
for the purpose of Defence or for to make Bridges I cant 
say, when I send the Troops away I must draw back, and 
work on a smaller scale. I am &c. 

" Ja 8 Potter. 

"P.S. — James Gray, son of M r George Gray came out 
of Town yesterday who says it is Reported in town that a 
Bot load of Hessens was latly sunk amounting to 60 men 
ocasioned by a Cannon Ball going throo the Boat, there 
was a number more drounded on Provance Island in the 
flud." 1 

1 The endorsement shows the date of the letter to have been Novem- 
ber 8. 
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COUNCIL OF WAR. 

"At a Council of War &c. 8 th Novem. 1777 

" Present 
" Major Generals Sullivan Brigadiers Maxwell 

" Greene Knox 

" Marquis La Fayette Wayne 

" McDougall Weedon 

" Woodford 
" Scott 
" Conway 
" Huntington 
" Irvin 
" His Excellency having informed the Council of the Rein- 
forcements that were expected from Peekskill and that 
among them was 1600 Militia from Massachusetts under 
Gen 1 Warren, whose times would expire the last of Novem- 
ber. 

" His Excellency informed the Council, that from a variety 
of circumstances he was of opinion that the Enemy mean a 
formidable attack upon Fort Mifflin very soon, and desired 
their opinion whether under our present circumstances as 
to Numbers, &c, we could afford further assistance to the 
Forts than has been hitherto given without endangering the 
Safety of this army. 

" The following Question was put : Whether, in case the 
Enemy should make an attack upon the Forts upon Dela- 
ware, it would be proper with our present Force to fall 
down and attack the Enemy in their Lines near Philad*? 
" Ans a in the Negative unanimously." 

WASHINGTON TO FRANCIS HOPKINSON AND JOHN WHARTON. 

" Head Quarters, Whitemarsh, 9 November, 1777 
" Gentlemen : 

" I yesterday rec d a letter from Congress informing me 
that they had received a Report from your Board with your 
opinion upon the most probable means of securing the 
Frigates. Whereupon they came to the following Resolu- 
tion on the 4 th ins' : 
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" ' Ordered, that a Copy of the said report be sent to Gen 1 
Washington for his approbation and if he approve the same 
that a detachment of troops be sent to assist in the Con- 
struction and Management of the Batteries aforesaid.' x 

" Upon the Eec' of this I took the opinion of the General 
Officers who unanimously agreed that, as we had not any 
men to spare to construct and defend the works recom- 
mended by you, there were no other possible means of 
effectually securing the Frigates but by scuttling them. 
Tou will therefore be pleased to have it done in such man- 
ner as will render the weighing of them most easy in future, 
and in such depth of Water as will secure them from being 
damaged by the floating Ice in the Winter. All the other 
Vessels capable of being converted into armed ships should 
be scutled also. This should be done as speedily as possi- 
ble, and as secretly, for should the Enemy get notice of 
your intentions, I should not at all wonder at their sending 
up a force purposely to destroy them or bring them down. 
You will dispose of the men that were on Board of them as 
directed in my former. I am &c 2 

"G° Washington." 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodbeeey 9th Nov. J past 6 Ev., 1777 
" Sir : 

" Previous to the Eec' of your Commands of yesterday, 
I had sent an additional Reinforcement of a Cap' two Subs, 
three Serjeants and fifty Rank & File into Fort Mifflin. I 
have been at Fort Mifflin to day ; The Enemy are prepared 
to open a Batery of five Guns, I take them to be Eighteens 
or Twenty fours, this Night or to morrow Morning ; In Con- 
junction with their two Howitzers, besides two small Bat- 
teries, w'h they have heretofore fired from. They have been 

1 See Journals of Congress, November 4, 1777. 

2 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. It will be 
remembered that it was on this day that Washington received from Lord 
Stirling the sentence from Brigadier-General Conway's letter to Gates 
which gave him the first definite intimation of the cabal against him. 
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very busy this Day in Crossing the Mouth of the Schuylkill 
with "Waggons, Fascines &c. — Two double Deckers more 
have pass'd thro' the lower Frize. There are Eight in the 
whole upon this upper Station, but all of them are below 
my two Gun Battery. Thirsday last one Floating Battery 
was launched in Schylkil. it sunk with its Guns w°h were 
bro't from the Eagle ; Two more upon the stocks, one to 
have been launch'd this day. They are very busy in build- 
ing two Bridges across Schuylkill, all their Force seems to 
be in that Quarter, w°h is destined to the Attack of Fort 
Mifflin. Their Boats are moved from Delaware; This is 
Intelligence gained from a Ferryman opposite Cooper's 
Ferry, who came from Philadelphia this Day — Our Guard 
Boats keep the Enemy from transporting Provisions &c.,the 
usual Way, but they pass unmolested over Tinnicum Island, 
by the Way of Derby Creek, a Rout that lays out of our 
Power — They enemy will make Fort Mifflin very warm. I 
shall relieve them from Time to Time to my utmost. I 
think they will Open their Batteries with great Activity : 
Soon after w°h, it is probable they will bring down their 
"Water Craft from Schylkill, which will make a Line of 
Fire intersecting that from their Principal Battery on Prov- 
ince Island, at an Angle of about thirty Degrees. — The 
Commodore seems determined to meet them with Spirit, 
adhering to the same Dispositions, w°h I had the Honor of 
mentioning in my Letter of Yesterday — The two Mischiefs 
the Enemy will Effect by their cannonade, will be making 
of Breeches in the mud walls, and knocking down the Palli- 
sades. To remedy w°h, as much as possible, I am sending 
numbers of Pallisades, into the Fort, & great Quantities of 
Fascines. — I hope to God, our mutual Efforts here may be 
pleasing to your Excellency ; I am certain they arise from 
Good Intentions. — I ardently wish to see Gen 1 Foreman ! 
I cannot yet hear from him. Gen 1 Newcomb has, he tells 
me, about five hundred Militia here. — They are principally 
without Ammunition. — They are good Men, & have many 
good Officers with them. It is a Pity they cannot be properly 
furnished. The Old Gentleman, like Imlach of old, is anx- 
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ious to do all the good he can, But, unfortunately the Mo- 
tions of the Stars are not committed to Superintendence. 
I am like a body without a soul, for the want of light Horse. 
I have not been able to procure any. 

" I am out of patience with the commissaries. No Pro- 
visions of any consequence in the Garrisons — I have strip'd 
this Post today, & sent to Fort Mifflin — I will continue 
sending in Supplies as fast as I can. — If these Gentlemen 
do not act with a little more Sincerity, I will lessen their 
Number. 

" The Baron is really unfit to be in this Neighbourhood. 
He will not be fit for Duty for a long Time, if ever. — I hope 
he may obtain Permission to retire. — His letter is inclos'd. 

" Be pleas'd to accept of my sincerest Thanks for your 
Excellency's repeated Informations, and the paternal Care 
you exercise towards this little part of your Family. 
"I am, in due Submission, &c. 

"J. M. Vaknum. 

" N.B. — In Justice to Col Frink I must mention, he de- 
livered your letter of yesterday, at Nine, last Evening. 

" P.S. — I past Seven. W m "Ward is bro't in by my Scouts, 
a Prisoner from Camilla, who was this afternoon taken. 
' He come ashore with the Captain to dine at Billingsport ; 
— He says the Ships are in Readiness to move up upon a 
Signal, w°h is to be given from Province Island, w°h will 
be an English Jack hoisted. They are to attack Red Bank, 
saying that if they should take fort Mifflin, red Bank would 
cover the Garrison. Says the Shipping have orders to move, 
some to New York, some to one Place, & some to another, 
in a Fortnight, should they not take the Forts. — Says the 
Ships have not more than a Third of their Complement, & 
are very sickly.' 

" Whether their Preparations against Mifflin are real or 
a Feint, I cannot say; but believe the former; however 
shall attend to both Circumstances." * 

1 Endorsed : " This goes by Quartermaster Wheatly, who is permitted 
to pass all Guards, and others, unmolested." 
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COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" Foet Mifflin, 9 01 November, 1777 
" Sib : 

"About the 20 th Instant if we are not attacked sooner, I 
am of Opinion we shall have put this Fort in a good posture 
of defence, at which time the Officers of the Virginia Regi- 
ments and my party hope your Excellency will relieve them 
and their men. Your Excellency will see the propriety of 
this request when I assure you that out of 200 Men com- 
pleatly Officer'd which my Party consisted of, there are not 
now in Garrison more than 4 Officers and 65 Privates, the 
6 th Virginia Reg* brought 120 rank and file, and this morn- 
ing returned only 46 fit for duty, the first nearly in propor- 
tion, and the party from Gen 1 Varnum have already sent off 
4 officers and 16 privates besides Convalescents, for some 
time past there has not been one night without one two or 
three Alarms — one half of the Garrison are constantly on 
fatigue and guard, these reasons I hope will induce your 
Excellency to send the Relief they request. 

" As the Business and Duty Incumbent on the Command- 
ing Officer of this Garrison has been of a very difficult nature 
and attended with much fatigue, I shall be oblig'd if your 
Excellency will also relieve me. I shall expect to stay 
several days after the Relief arrives to shew the officers the 
Advantages and weak parts of this place. This Garrison 
will require 500 Rank and file during the winter besides 80 
Artillery Men, they will perhaps not be so sickly as we have 
been, as the fatigue will be chiefly finished, and the sickly 
season over. A Large stock of Salted Provision ought 
immediately to be laid in, for in the Winter they will not 
always be able to cross for Provisions &c. a want of Rum 
has occasion'd our late very extraordinary sickness. A 
quantity sufficient for a Gill each man p r Day ought to be 
provided for "Winter. I have the Honor &c 

" Sam. Smith." 
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COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" Fort Mifflin 9 th November, 1777. 
" Sir : 

" I receiv'd your Excellency's favour of the 4 th . I pre- 
sume you must have mistook Major Fleury's meaning, he 
has since he arrived acted fully in his department of En- 
gineer, when I proposed anything he has generally been so 
polite to approve it. he writes and I presume will acknowl- 
edge that his Ideas have been adopted as far as the strength 
of the garrison would permit. 

" The enemy since I wrote you last have been fortifying 
their Island for an advanced post and for a pass to the City, 
they have strengthened the first work which they made on 
the height with Pickquets and Abbatees, and yesterday threw 
up a breast work or Redoubt, a quarter of a mile below that, 
I Immagine to defend some narrow part of the Creek where 
you might pass to repossess the Island. Within these two 
nights they have thrown up a long Breast work to the left 
of their first Bomb Battery, it is not yet opened, but we 
can distinguish 5 Embrasures and Ship Carriages for their 
Cannon. I am of opinion their Intentions now must be to 
knock down our pallisades on that side, destroy our Block 
houses & storm us. We had your Excellency's notice last 
night and prepared accordingly, but I conceive they will not 
attempt any thing until they make a breach. 

" The Hoflble the Congress have done me too much 
Honor ; perhaps the enemy may give us an Opp ty to merit 
the high approbation they are pleased to express of my con- 
duct and the Officers under me. I have the Honor &e 

" Sam Smith." 

continuation of major fleury's journal. 

" 9 th at night. The Enemy appearing ready to open their 
batteries, we raised the bank which covers our Palisades on 
the west Front, against which the whole Eire of the Enemy 
is directed, and which will be the point of attack in case of 
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their storming the Fort. I have some fascines making at 
Red-bank, but shall want a great number. 

« 10— The 24 and 18 pound shot from the Batteries No. 16 
and 17 broke some of our Palisades this morning, but this 
does not make us uneasy — they save us the trouble of cut- 
ting them to the height of a man — which we should do, as 
the fire of loop-holes [is] in itself not very dangerous, and 
our loop-holes in particular are so badly contrived as to 
leave two-thirds of the Glacis unrak'd. 

" It is probable that the Enemy will undertake to carry 
this place by storm, and I should not fear them if we could 
fix the floating Chain described in the Figure ; it would cover 
the Front which is likely to be attacked, and by delivering 
us from our uneasiness for this side, would enable us to post 
the men destined for its defence, at the "Wall of Masonry 
which is ten feet high and is not out of the reach of an Esca- 
lade, notwithstanding the Ditches, Pits and Stakes &c a with 
which we have endeavour'd to surround it. 

" The Commodore, Master of the incomparable Chain in 
question, proposes to stretch it by means of Buoys, between 
our Island and Province Island. I believe this obstacle to 
the communication between the Enemy's Fleet and Army 
will be of little consequence, and if he would spare us the 
Chain, the Enemy would pay dear for their Hardiness if they 
dared attack us. Colonel Smith wrote this morning to ask 
this favour, but I am afraid that public Interest will suffer 
by private misunderstandings. I am interrupted by the 
Bombs and Balls which fall thick. 

" 10 at noon. The Firing increases but not the effect — our 
barracks alone suffer. 

" At 2 o'clock. The Direction of the fire is changed — our 
Palisades suffer — a dozen of them are broke down — one of 
our Cannon is damaged near the Muzzle — I am afraid it will 
not fire streight. 

" 11 at night. The Enemy keep up a firing of Cannon 
every half hour — Gen 1 Varnum promised us Fascines and 
Palisades, but they are not arrived — and they are absolutely 
necessary. 

Vol. xix. — 6 
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" The Commodore has promised the Chain — Our Garrison 
diminishes, our soldiers are overwhelmed with Fatigue — 
they spend nights in watching and Labour without doing 
much on account of their weakness." l 

■WASHINGTON 10 BBIGADIEE-GENEBAL VABNTJM. 

" Head Quarters, 10" 1 November, 1777 
" D» SlK : 

" I am pleased to find by yours of the 8 th that proper dis- 
positions were formed for the reception of the Enemy at 
Forts Mercer & Mifflin and that the Garrisons were so full 
of confidence. We already hear a firing which we suppose 
a prelude to something more serious. I sincerely wish you 
success; but let the event be fortunate or otherwise, pray 
let me have the speediest intelligence. I am &c 

" G° "Washington. 

"P.S. — Your Detachments are on their march from 
Fishkill to join you." 

CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD TO WASHINGTON. 
"Continental Navy Board 

" Borden Town 10 lh Nov'. 1777 
" Sir : 

" In Answer to your Letter of yesterday, we would in- 
form your Excellency that when we first fixt the Navy 
Board at this Place & got our Frigates up, we had formed a 
Plan for defending them by a small Battery; of which 
among many other Things we gave Notice to the Marine 
Committee of Congress. We had no Answer to our Letter 
from that Committee till the Day before yesterday, when 
they sent us the Resolve of Congress referred to in your 
Letter. In the mean Time, however, we had the Honour 
of a Correspondence with your Excellency on this Subject ; 
in which you fully declared your Judgment of the Matter 
and explicitly told us what you would have done. We 
have the satisfaction of assuring your Excellency that your 
Orders were immediately complied with, & as punctually 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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executed as our Situation would admit of. The Frigates 
have been long since sunk, and now lie fast aground in a 
Place where they can receive no Damage from the Ice & 
cannot possibly be got off by the Enemy unless they knew 
the particular Parts where they have been bored, & of which 
we have a secret Gage that will enable us to raise them with 
Ease when a suitable Time shall offer. We gave you our 
Words that your Desire should be complied with & we have 
fulfill'd our Engagement so far as respected the Frigates ; 
the men indeed have not been discharged owing to the fol- 
lowing Accident : In sinking one of the Ships she unfortu- 
nately lay against a steep Bank, which on the Tide's falling, 
caused her to heal outwards from the Shoar. As this is an 
uneasy Situation & may injure the Ship we have been obliged 
to retain all the Hands & even hire more to get her up-right 
again. We have not yet been able to Effect this Purpose, 
but hope to do it in a few Days with the Purchases & Powers 
we are preparing to apply. All other Vessels great & small 
(one only excepted) we have with great Labour crouded up 
Crosswick's Creek, where most of them lye aground at high 
water, nor can any be got down but by means of an extra- 
ordinary Tide, or Fresh, nor then, but with the utmost Skill 
& Patience. Not trusting wholly to this, however, our De- 
termination is to sink a Vessel at the Mouth of the Creek, 
which must effectually secure them from the Enemy. The 
Ship excepted above, is a large Vessel belonging to M r . 
Robert Morris, having on Board a valuable Cargoe of To- 
bacco, part Continental & part his private Property. This 
ship cannot possibly be got up the Creek with her Cargoe, 
we are therefore unloading her into Shallops & when empty 
shall get her also up the Creek, or sink her, which ever may 
be most suitable. We request j^our Excellency would be 
perfectly easy as to the Shipping at this Place. The Enemy 
may possibly send up & burn them, — this we cannot help — 
but you may depend upon it none of them shall fall into 
their Hands, so as to become an Annoyance to your military 
Operations. 

"It gives us great Concern to think your Excellency 
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should for a Moment suppose us capable of neglecting your 
earnest Instructions after having so solemnly assured you 
we would strictly obey them. We confess, however, the 
Resolve of Congress in Consequence of our former Repre- 
sentation, gave you sufficient Reason to suppose we had 
applied to that Body, instead of following your Advice. 
But the mystery will unfold when you consider that our 
Application to Congress was prior to the Letters we received 
from you on this Subject. We did indeed write to Con- 
gress a second Time, enclosing a- Copy of your Instructions 
to us, and declaring our Determination of complying with 
them. But Congress, anxious, as we suppose to save the 
Frigates, & not so apprehensive of Danger from the Enemy, 
framed their Resolve parellel to our first Scheme; which on 
further Consideration appears to be ineffectual. 

" We shall be happy in hearing from your Excellency 
that the above Representation is satisfactory; & that our 
Conduct in this Affair meets with your Approbation. If 
anything is amiss, or you would wish anything further to 
be done in our Department, you may depend on our earnest 
Endeavours to comply with your Desire. 

" We request your Excellency would be so good as to 
forward the enclosed Packet to York Town by the first 
Opportunity. We have therein informed Congress of what 
we have done & our Reasons for so doing. 

" With the utmost Esteem & sincere Prayers for your 
Health & Success, we have the Honor to be &c. 

" FraI Hopkinson. 
"John Wharton." 

brigadier-general varnum to washington. 

" Woodberry, 7 o'clock Ev. 10 th Nov r 1777 
" SIR : 

" The Enemy this Morning opened against us with five 
Batteries. At two this afternoon, no Man was killed or 
wounded. The Cannonade and Bombardment have con- 
tinued feebly since that Hour. I suppose the Rain has pre- 
vented their being more brisk — They have thrown some 
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Shot among our Shipping : Theirs remain below us. They 
have made but little Impression upon the "Works or Palli- 
sades. — I have just desired Col . Smith to put his Men into 
their Barracks, thinking that it is better to have a few 
killed or wounded, than to have the whole suffer, expos'd 
to the Inclemency of the weather, upon mear Mud. 

" I have reason to expect the Attack will be more severe 
tomorrow as Cannon have been observed to pass over 
Schylkill this Day — Happy might it be for Troops to 
attack Province Island upon the rear of the Batteries — 
Should Heaven continue the Bain, so as to overflow the 
Meadows, we shall attack it upon this Side. 

" It would be serviceable either to furnish the Militia 
here, with Ammunition, or discharge them. The important 
Moments are swiftly rolling on, in w°h they can assist us. 
It is with your Excellency only to supply them. 

"Fort Mifflin will soon be in want of Cartridges for 
their Cannon. The supplies are very inadequate to the 
present Siege. I am &c. 

"J. M. Varnum." 

COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" Fort Mifflin, 10 th November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" This morning the Enemy open'd their Battery in the 
Rear of our Nor' West Block House, about 500 Yards dis- 
tance from it of 6 Pieces of Cannon 18 to 32 Pounders, and 
one Eight inch howitz, one other eight inch Howitz oppo- 
site the right of our Battery, they were so fortunate to 
strike one of our 18 Pounders in the two Gun Battery on 
the Muzzle, by which she is rendered useless; their Shott 
from that Battery rakes the Pallisades fronting the Meadow, 
and cuts down 4 or 5 at a time, they have laid open a great 
part of that side, and chiefly destroyed that range of Bar- 
rocks, they also keep up an incessant fire from the Hospital, 
they have dismounted 3 of our Block house Guns, and 
much injured the Block houses and the other Range of 
Barrocks. "We cover our Men under the Wall, and have 
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the good fortune as yet to escape unhurt, in 5 or 6 Days 
(unless the Seige can be rais'd) the fort will be laid open, 
and every thing destroyed, if they continue to cannonade 
and Bombard us as they have done, of which I haven't the 
smallest Doubt. Our Men already half Jaded to Death 
with constant fatigue, will be unfit for service. 

" Gen 1 Varnum has promis'd to prepare for us new Pal- 
lisades, if so, we will replace at night what is destroy'd in 
the day, and endeavour to keep the Fort as long as it is in 
our power. As the principal object I presume of your Ex- 
cellency is to hinder the enemy from raising the Chevaux 
de frize this winter, I am of Opinion it could be done 
nearly as well from the other Shore as from this fort, was 
our Cannon there. Gen 1 Varnum inform'd you of the two 
Gun Battery he erected, with which the enemy might be 
hindered from raising the Obstructions with the Assistance 
of the fleet and 2 Guns that may be placed on Bush Island. 
My Opinion & the Opinion of the Officers in this Garrison 
is, that unless the Seige can be rais'd the enemy must in a 
short time reduce this place. "We are determined to defend 
it to the last extremity, but we are of Opinion that it wou'd 
be for the common good to destroy the whole of the works 
and take the Guns to the Jersey Shore, where they'll serve 
to guard the River, and in case we could get Possession of 
Billingsport to mount on it, had we that post it would 
secure the River Effectually. The Galleys will be much 
annoyed from the enemies Batteries, and when the Shiping 
comes up, we shall have the whole of their fire. A Saylor 
taken this morning says they are prepar'd to come up and 
act in concert with their Batteries. 

" Our present Situation strikes us in the light I have 
described, shou'd circumstances alter our Sentiments I shall 
give you the earliest notice. I have the Honor &c 

"Sam Smith. 

" P.S. — The enemies Boats still pass up and down the 
river. I presume with provision." 

(To be continued.) 



